	Unit 5 – Finish Up
Exercise 1: Final Steps

Combining Luminance with RGB
[image: ]This is an easy step. We are finally ready to merge our stretched and denoised Luminance image with the RGB image. Sometimes this has a dramatic effect; it usually has a significant effect. The idea is to use the Luminance to accentuate the detail detected by the eye.
Sometimes the combination has reduced contrast or other changes requiring more adjustments to get the best results.
1. Bring up the ChannelCombination process. Select the Lab Color space since we want to combine the Luminance channel.
2. Your RGB image needs to be visible.
3. Select your Luminance image in the L channel.
4. Apply the process to your RGB image.
[image: ]SCNR Green Adjustment
This is another simple process. In this case, we will only apply the SCNR process to the background areas. After all of the processing steps we have done, the background sometimes has a greenish cast.
1. Apply your Luminance Mask to the image. Set the mask so it protects the nebula, allowing changes to the background.
2. Bring up the SCNR process.
3. Check the settings.
4. Apply the process to your image.
Flip Undo/Redo to see the effect of the change.
Adjust Star Color
Often your stars end up being virtually white, but there is color there. The idea with this step is to use a mask to only operate on the stars, and increase the saturation of the stars to bring out more of their color.
1. Apply your star mask to your image. 
2. Create a small preview on your image which contains a variety of stars. 
3. Check your preview with the mask displayed (in red). You need to see that most of your stars are being revealed. You want to affect only the stars – not the background or nebula.
You may need to create a new mask to suitably reveal your stars.
4. Bring up my icon labeled Star Color. This is a Curve Process to increase the saturation of the stars.
5. Apply the Curve to the preview. You should see (perhaps subtle) enhanced colors in the stars. 
6. When the preview looks OK, apply the curve to the main image.
7. Apply the Curve to your image a second time. 
8. Zoom in on the image, and bring up the Histogram Explorer. Toggle between the three states 1) before Curves, 2) after first curve, and 3) after second curve. See which stars appear best.
Sometimes the second curve is too drastic, so revert back to the first application.

Save your project!
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